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Dear Friends, 
     As the month of May has progressed I have seen farmers out “playing in the dirt”. They are preparing 
the soil for planting and hoping for a rich harvest. What makes good soil? Each region of the United 
States has different varieties of soil. Rich, fertile soil found in the Delta or red clay in Georgia are two 
such examples just in the South. Of course, here in Iowa we have some of the best soil for growing our 
crops. If we start to explore the rest of the country, or the rest of the world for that matter, soil             
composition differs widely from coast to coast. According to experts, soil must have pH, lime,           
phosphorus, potassium, magnesium, zinc, and calcium all in good balance.    
     Jesus told the parable of the sower in the Gospel of Luke., sharing not only the different kinds, of soil 
but the various outcomes of the seeds planted there. Jesusexplained that the soil type represented   
people’s hearts, and the people who would bring forth much fruit for the kingdom were the ones ready to  
accept the seed of the gospel in their “good dirt”. They would “hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently 
produce a huge harvest”. 
     Perhaps the greatest point of the whole parable was when Jesus said that soil would bear fruit a 
hundredfold. What a winning combination: the greatest news given to us  planted in a ready and willing 
heart. Have a wonderful week. God’s blessing to all! 
  
Grace and Peace, 

Connect With Us 
Website: www.eumc-ia.org 

Email: Epworthumc.iowa@gmail.com 
Phone: 563-876-3193 

EUMC Prayer Hotline: 928-328-1523 

Sunday Live Worship at 10:00 am                   

   Scripture:                   Sermon: 
   Luke 24: 44-53                    Up, Up, and Away                           

A Note from the Pastor 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of 

Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. While he was blessing them, he left 

them and was taken up into heaven. 

Luke 24:50-51 | NIV  



 

       A friendly reminder to everyone. EUMC is doing their best to try and follow the guidelines from 

our Governor and our Bishop. We look forward to the day where we all can gather again at our 

Church. For the month of May the doors will remain locked and we will only be at the Church to 

complete the essential duties.  We appreciate your patience and understanding during this time.  

Sunday, May 24th, Pastor Julie will still be live streaming                                               

worship on Facebook at 10:00 a.m.  

Sunday, May 31st, EUMC will be switching our worship time over to ZOOM. This is   

exciting! As it allows us all to see one another if you choose to join with video. There 

is also a way to connect only with audio or join by phone. We will be able to reach 

people in our congregation that do not have computer access. If you are new to 

Zoom, we will help get you started! Please reach out to Elaine Capek if you need help 

with the Zoom process. ecapek@hotmail.com 

More information on this will be emailed to everyone next week! 

Thank you, have a great rest of your week! 

EUMC Announcements 

Epworth United Methodist Church needs you!  We are in search of a fun-loving, creative leader 

to help spearhead the EUMC Auction in October.  The annual auction is a vital support             

component that allows the church to pay for facility costs like insurance, heating, cooling, snow 

removal, and other necessary maintenance fees for our church family.  The chairperson(s) would 

help coordinate auction day needs, volunteers making donation requests, putting together     

creative baskets, or other new fundraising ideas!  Don't want to do this all by yourself?  Grab a 

friend and co-chair!  Just know that this auction has been going on for years with the fantastic 

assistance of the EUMC Church family, and it will continue with your help!  Not only is it fun 

and gratifying work, but you also get to fellowship with some awesome people too.  If you are 

interested or have questions, please contact the Board of Steward's Chair -                                 

Lindsay Schlichtmann at lindsayschlichtmann@yahoo.com to apply today.  
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Dear Church,  
 I wanted to give you an update on where we are financially as a church family.  I know 
that everyone is in a different financial situation right now and many people's finances 
have changed in the past two months.  We, as a board, know that this is part of our       
reality.  We understand that giving may need to change for some families, and we know 
that we need to communicate the needs of the church in order to keep moving forward in 
a healthy way.   
 At the end of the first quarter this year, we were at a - $5,000.  April added on an       
additional -$3,800. Currently we are -$8,700 compared to where we should be based on 
our budget.  An additional gift from Sam's Club for $5000 has kept up from going further 
into the negative. 
 Please prayerfully consider what you can give to the church during this time.  Offerings 
can be mailed to the church's PO box and will be deposited promptly.  The board is    
looking into other avenues to make giving easier.  We will stay in communication with you 
as we get questions answered and are able to provide alternative ways to share            
offerings.   
 Although we cannot be together as a church family inside our church building, the         
expenses of running a church are still present. Your gifts are appreciated and needed. 
We are all in this together and it takes everyone doing a little to keep us moving forward.  
 
In Christ, 
Lindsay Schlichtmann 
Board Chair 
563-542-0868 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Dear EUMC,  We ask that you please continue to offer your gifts 
during this time if you are able. We know these are hard times 
for many. Our Church still needs faithful givers to sustain the   
operations needed for the Church. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has sent them. 
❤  
 
Please send  your Offerings to: 
 
Epworth United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 56 
Epworth, IA 52045 



 
 

 

Connect with EUMC 

 

 



April Minutes from Online Board Meeting (email)  

Pastor  

Worship  

There is no news to report for Worship Committee because of the closed doors. I am planning to do the video worship services 

in the Sanctuary through April or whenever we are advised. My video devotions will continue indefinitely. I am getting great 

feedback on both broadcasts.  

Finance  

Outreach  

Outreach does not have much to report, we reached out to schools in regard to backpacks, at this time they do not feel there is 

a need, they will contact us if they feel the need arises.  

Trustees  

We still need someone to co-chair this position with Tom Clemen.  

Education  

Children  

LOGOS stopped when school closures began. Now that school is not reopening, LOGOS will not reschedule any Wednesdays. 

VBS meetings have not taken place due to closures.  

Youth  

All events are on hold until we get back to "normal." I invited families to mail birthday cards to Angela in March. I've also invit-

ed families to post their recent activities on the EUMC Youth Group FB page. I sent cards to each youth group member for East-

er, and we are beginning to take additional orders for coffee if people want to order or reorder.  

I am going to work on informing families about a fall Bible camp option. Riverside Bible Camp made the decision to cancel their 

summer camps due to COVID-19, so I believe their fall camps will fill up quickly. I would like to be able to take our 6-9 graders 

to a camp in November. Additional camps are available for 9-12 grade. The youth group would pay 1/3 of the total camp fee 

for a Friday-Sunday camp, and we would provide transportation.  

Adult  

As for Adult Education - the bi-weekly bible study that meets at Amanda's house is meeting virtually until we are given the 

okay to meet in person again. We are meeting using Zoom. Those who don't have a computer or Smart device can call in on 

the phone and can participate that way. We have been meeting weekly as we decided we could all use the connection during 

this time. We are using the weekly Bible Project's video and questions as our study material. Each week has a short video and 

then we discuss. Amanda has been forwarding the invitation to join our meetings out to the church through Amy and we have 

had people attending that were not coming to the in person meetings. It has been a great way to meet and connect in this un-

settling time.  

Approved April Minutes 


